[The face of depression].
While describing mimic and pantomimic aspects in depressive patients, the author points out how these features can often be found clearly reproduced in the paintings of artists. Then paintings of a depressive and suicidal female patient are discussed and compared with paintings of a talented student-nurse from our institution expressing her experiences with depressive patients. Also some examples of literary depiction of experienced depression are discussed. Finally the question is posed whether suicidal individuals can be freed from their ideas and impulses by pictures expressing suicidal ideas.